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From the Editor 

 

 

The Cover photo was taken 

back in 2013, it was my first 

weekend away with our 

club.  I was riding my 2013 

Ninja 300, I had only been 

riding since March that year. 

Friends I met on that 

weekend have become life 

friend and family. 

The organisation that goes 

into the club events is 

amazing. 

Our Calendar this month is 

full of events and 

adventures. 

Love to hear from you, some 

photos or stories.  

 

 

         Gail 
 

 

Qatar and Zarco,              

what a race.. 

 

file:///C:/Users/gails/Documents/MECGC/MECGC%20Editor/2017.4%20April%20Link/April%20Link.docx%23_Toc478652874
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Waynes Wramble 
 

Hi everyone.  Today Thursday 23rd March was a cloudy day but only Murray and myself 

turned up on our bikes.  Where were all the other enthusiasts.  Ha Ha 

As you all know our monthly meeting is on the last Wednesday of the month starting at 7pm.    

We do have a committee meeting on the previous Wednesday also at 7pm and all members 

are welcome to come.   

At our Committee meeting on the 22nd we decided to change the format of our annual 

Patrons rally.  

It’ll now be the Chuck Berry Memorial Ride starting with a Bar-B-Que breakfast on April 1st 

from 7.30am onwards and then everyone’s going on a ride. This April ride will be out 

through the Hinterland and finishing at the Fox and Hounds Pub at Wongawallen.  It’ll be a 

theme ride, go dressed up as retro rocker and there’ll be a trophy for the best dressed male 

and female.   

The following weekend, the 8th & 9th is our WAR (Weekend Away Ride) and we have about 

30 riders going.  

For anyone staying on the Coast, there’s the Bleach Festival at the Mudgeeraba 

Showgrounds on Saturday 8th.  Our very own 

Murray Kehely will be showing his Triumph 

Sports bike to the public and giving a talk 

about it.  We’d like any member that can get 

along to support him to be there please.   

The Mudgeeraba Street Party is on the 

Sunday morning 9th, we plan to have a 

marquee set up and a display of bikes. Mark 

Mellor is organising this.  Contact him if you 

can help.  

Then lastly on April 23rd, we’ll have some 

members at the Smarter Ride that’ll be a lot 

of fun.  

Then, we’ll be into MAY, see you out there.  

Wayne  
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Shiny Side Up 
 

Hello again, I hope you have been 

enjoying your riding.  How has your 

riding changed since you made 

crashing not an option?  I get to 

observe other riders on my daily commute to work and something I regularly see riders do is 

ride in compromised space.  As they push their way through the traffic they ride in places 

where they’re vulnerable to errors made by other drivers.  To make their rapid progress 

through the traffic they end up making sudden lane changes and rarely is an indicator used to 

signal the intended lane change let alone a head check of the blind spot.  Really, what I see is 

a lot of risk potential for not much actual gain.   

Why do I say risk potential?  One of the 5 major crash type risks is the dreaded 

sideswipe.  This can occur in several ways, but it appears to have the common ingredient of 

someone changing position on the road into a space already occupied by someone else.  The 

good news is this risk is really easy to manage.  For me, crashing is not an option, so there’s 

no point saying “not my fault, the car changed lanes into me” as I’d rather not have the crash 

at all and not get injured.   

Something I hear at every track day briefing is the statement “ride predictably”.  Other riders 

may be faster than you and will be passing you.  The risk of this is managed by riding in a 

predictable manner.  This means not swerving all over the track, making sudden changes to 

speed or position and following the general line around the track.  A rider doing this can be 

passed safely by a faster rider as the faster rider can see and make a judgement based on the 

predictability of the slower rider in front.  And it works.  Of all the minor crashes that occur 

at the track I cannot say I have seen or heard of a rider crashing into another rider.  

So let’s re-look at the predictability of the rider who is pushing their way through heavy 

traffic and also the predictability of car drivers.  Let’s remember that people driving in their 

cars are most likely thinking about anything and everything except actually driving the 

car.   They are solely focused on getting from point A to point B.  There is very little to 

suggest they all are actively scanning their mirrors, and most likely the first time they saw 

you was when your tail light appeared in front of them.  When they want to change lanes, it 

is very rare to see the old Mirror, Signal (let it flash a few times) Mirror, Head Check and 

change.  Drivers are what I describe as an unknown risk.  We cannot see what they’re 

thinking, nor can they tell what you as a rider is thinking.   We can only see how their car is 

moving and to a lesser degree what the person is doing.  There are several ‘tells’ that give 

away a driver’s intention and a good rider should be able to observe these tells.  Some 

describe it as the 6th sense but it isn’t that mystical, as what you’re doing is being able to 

predict an action or direction change based upon the build-up of several observable 

signals.     
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I see many riders occupy a position in traffic, especially in a dual carriage way, in the blind 

spot of the vehicle beside them, and cramped up close behind the vehicle in front of 

them.  This is all fine until something happens, leaving the rider over-whelmed and unable to 

think of what to do.  The rider will either be hit by the vehicle changing lanes or rear-end the 

vehicle in front.  This position also compromises the rider in not being able to see the surface 

they are riding on with sufficient time to respond to surface irregularities.     

How do we manage the sideswipe risk?  Fundamentally, a rider manages their space, their 

surface and speed in accordance with what they see.  A simple way to assess whether your 

space is good or not is to ask yourself the question, “If this vehicle suddenly changes lanes, 

will they hit me?”  If the answer is yes, don’t be there.  So, based on what I can and cannot 

see, if my position makes me vulnerable I move to a better position.    

You do this by adjusting your position in the lane away from the problem and also vary the 

speed, preferably by slowing down so you are no longer vulnerable.  You can now combine 

this with your 12, 6 and 3 vision exercise I have previously written about.  As you look to 

what is 12 seconds ahead and scan back to what is in front of the vehicle you’re following 

(which is your 6 seconds ahead) you can see what is causing traffic to slow down.  If the lane 

next to you is banking up, this creates the situation where a driver in front may change 

lanes.   Imagine this scenario, you are travelling on a dual lane road and are in the right 

lane.  There is a vehicle slightly in front of you in the left lane.  In front of that car is another 

vehicle also in the left lane.  As a rider, using your 12,6 and 3 you see a left turn up ahead, 

and as you scan back to your 6 seconds you see the car in front start to slow a little, the 

vehicle following doesn’t respond.  You then see the brake lights of the vehicle in front come 

on and it slows more quickly and the indicator flashes as it turns left.  The vehicle behind 

doesn’t slow enough and now veers to the right to pass this turning car….and doesn’t hit you 

because you have already been able to make the adjustments to your position and speed to 

not be in the same space as that veering car.  So, as you can see, the addition of the vision 

exercise changes the question you ask yourself from “if this car changes lane suddenly” to 

“will this car change lanes on me?”   

Being able to see these sorts of situations helps you see the predictability of other drivers and 

in turn, your responses make your riding predictable to others.  This is the skill of 

anticipation.  The benefits are you making better, positive adjustments to your space.   If you 

have to brake, it is less sudden which will reduce the risk of being rear-ended yourself.  If 

you are going to make the lane change, let your indicators do what they’re designed to do 

which is signal your intention to change lane or turn.  Check your mirrors and do a head 

check. This makes you a predictable rider and also a responsive rider.   

Where you position yourself in the lane is a choice and making good choices is the 

cornerstone of riding safely and also, most importantly, enjoying the ride more.  For the next 

month, my challenge to you is to go for a ride and analyse your own riding.  Identify how 

much you do or don’t use your indicators and do head checks before changing 

lanes.  Identify how much space you give yourself when you’re riding and then make the 

effort to improve this aspect of your riding.   
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There is a level 1 course at Mount Cotton on the 29th April and 21st May with a seminar the 

evening before.  These are good courses to do if you intend on doing our level 2 cornering 

and braking course on Monday 29th May.  Call Tony at the office on 5596 5440 if you’re 

interested in both courses.  They are good opportunities to fine tune your riding and find 

even more enjoyment and confidence with your riding.   

  

Ray van den Bosch 

Senior Instructor 

Stay Upright Rider Training    
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FLIP THE LID  
 

 I started riding when I was eight years old and bikes have been a part of my life ever since 

then.   

My first bike was a Honda Monkey Bike in 1970.  At the age of 15, in 1977, I rebuilt my 

first bike with my Dad. Greeves Challenger 250 MX3 1966. Both bikes are still in the 

family. 

Honda CZ100 Monkey Bike. 1964 

 

I guess I’m a minimalist at heart and I like 

bikes that have clean lines with no clutter! As 

a teenager in the late 70’s my dream bike was 

the Kwaka Z900. 

 

 

If money were no object!  I guess the racing nostalgia, Featherbed frame and clean lines of 

Norton’s Domi Racer would have to be at the top of my dream bike list.   

I’ve also always had a soft 

spot for a Big V-Twin, so 

the Irving Vincent Daytona 

would also be in the 

running!  
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A close family member used to ride a Seeley framed Norton Dominator with a Quaife 

gearbox in the early 70’s and we went to watch him race a few times. I remember 

Sheene was also in some of the races, also on a Norton. I guess I got used to the smell 

of Castrol R in the pits and never looked back! I still love walking through the pits on 

race day. 

I love the feeling of closing your visor and knowing you are alone with the bike and 

the road. You only need to concentrate on getting the next bend right. Part of the 

enjoyment of riding a bike for me, is not over thinking the act of riding and to be “in 

the moment”. I guess simplicity is always best! It’s in my blood and I enjoy riding and 

socializing with kindred spirits. 

 

I grew up riding bikes both on and off the road and it never really occurred to me to do 

a course.  I guess, as a teenager, I used to spend so much time riding my Greeves 250 

scrambler that I learnt by trial and error.  I can’t ever remember anyone telling me how 

to ride a bike. 

 

Bikes have been in my family ever since I can remember. My dad had a Matchless 500 

when he was in the RAF. My sister used to take me to Junior school on her 250 

Sunbeam scooter and I wore shorts and a Corker helmet. My brother still has his 

Dunstall Norton Atlas Café Racer which he bought in 71. My nephew and his wife 

ride Harley’s – Sorry.  
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In 1998 I went to India for 4 months. I bought myself a new Royal Enfield 500 

Lightning and toured NW India on my own. This was way before any of the organised 

Enfield tours and you would have been lucky to see another bike on the roads outside 

of the major cities. Everywhere I went I received the warmest of welcomes and the 

Enfield never missed a beat! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s just a part of who I am and I love the “Grin Factor”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…. And this is my Lid 
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Events 

Weekly Rides 

 

Members are reminded that they can use their SIV registered bikes on these and any club 

activity.  

 

Monday ride meeting at Oxenford, Luv a coffee opposite Woolworths at 8am to leave 

8.30am. 

 

Thursday ride meeting at our clubhouse 8.30am leave at 9am 

 

Saturday morning ride meeting at clubhouse 8am leave 8.30am  

1st Saturday is a Barbeque Breakfast 

Last Saturday is a long ride.  

 

 

Look at our website for all activities.  www.mecgc.club  

 

 

 

 

Club Rooms open every Saturday from 7am rain or shine for coffee before we head out. 

http://www.mecgc.club/
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Adventure Ride 

Join us for the Adventure Ride (ARM).  Visit the MECGC Website for more details. 

 

Saturday 8th April – 5PM Bleach Festival – Mudgeeraba  

It is a beauty pageant which encompasses all things including motorcycles.  Murray 

Kehely is taking his Triumph Sports bike along and giving a talk on what he has done 

to it.  Anybody not going on the War ride is being asked to support him. 

Free supper, Thanks Wayne 

 

Sunday 9th April -Mudgeeraba Street Party 

The Mudgeeraba Street Party on Sunday 9th April from 10am in the main street.  The 

MECGC will have a marquee set up, some bikes will be on display and we participate 

in the street parade.  Mark Mellor will be in charge of this & if you are able to help or 

have your bike on display contact Mark on +61 438 003 224 or Wayne Bryan on +61 

400 818 801 
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Friday Night Ride -  12th May 

5:30pm at the MECGC Club Rooms 

Join us, ride will leave MECGC Clubrooms at 

6:00pm, travel to Natural Arch for a visit to 

the Glow Worm Caves followed by 

dinner/supper/coffee. 

Visit our website for more details. 

http://mecgc.club/fan-friday-action-night-

fday-12th-may/ 

Weekend Away Rides  

Saturday 8th April 7:30am from the Club House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Angels & Demons" Which one are you? 

Weekend Away Ride Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th April. 

Graham Ruck, Winton Flesser & Danny Van Eerden. 

Breakfast/Morning Tea will be at Dave's Bakehouse, Kyogle. Great Brekky! 

Sunday - Morning Tea stop in Grafton!  Feed the Demon 

 

Saturday 3rd June/4th June 

Stanthorpe ’Carnell Race Meet’ Weekend Ride 

We are heading to Stanthorpe! On that weekend, Queensland Early Motorcycles Sports Club 

is hosting the Carnell Classic Historic Interclub race meet at the Carnell Raceway which is 

located 3.5 km from town. The meet covers bikes from pre-1943, up to pre-1993 and 

sidecars. It’s a free event! 

For more details;  http://mecgc.club/war-stanthorpe-carnell-race-meet-weekend-saturday-

3rdsunday-4th-june/ 

https://www.facebook.com/events/370607876655706/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%22106%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D
http://mecgc.club/fan-friday-action-night-fday-12th-may/
http://mecgc.club/fan-friday-action-night-fday-12th-may/
http://mecgc.club/war-stanthorpe-carnell-race-meet-weekend-saturday-3rdsunday-4th-june/
http://mecgc.club/war-stanthorpe-carnell-race-meet-weekend-saturday-3rdsunday-4th-june/
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Smart Rider Training Day 

April 23rd Sunday 
 

 

 

Motorcycle Enthusiasts Club is supporting this new venture and has booked a training 

day for Sunday April, 23rd.  

The course can take 18 riders, 

some members have already 

put their names down so space 

is limited.   

The cost is usually $95 for the 

day but with a block booking 

there’ll be a special price. 

If you would like to be included, 

phone Wayne Bryan on 0400 

818801 ASAP to have your 

name added to the list. 

This will be a great day, act 

quick to avoid disappointment. 
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8 Day Ride to Lightning Ridge August 2017 
 

 

 

 

8 Day Ride to Lightning Ridge August 2017 

Departing Staurday the 19th August – Returning home the following Saturday 

26th August 

• Saturday 19/8/17 Gold Coast to Inverell 463k 

• Sunday 20/8/17 Inverell to Lightning Ridge 406k 

• Monday 21/8/17 “Free Day” - Lightning Ridge - 

• Tuesday 22/8/17 Lightning Ridge to Gunnedah or Tamworth 349 / 421k 

• Wednesday 23/8/17 “Free Day” – Gunnedah or Tamworth - 

• Thursday 24/8/17 Gunnedah to Port Macquarie (Via Nabiac) 413k 

• Friday 25/8/17 Port Macquarie to Dorrigo (Via Armidale) 374k 

• Saturday 26/8/17 Dorrigo to Gold Coast (Via Kyogle) 375k 
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Calendar   -  March 2017 
 

Sunday 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wed 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

1 

     

 
 

 

 

 

Aragon 

8am Bazza’s 

Breakfast  
9am  

Chuck Berry 

Memorial 

Ride 

 
Sunday 

2 

Monday 

3 

Tuesday 

4 

Wed 

5 

Thursday 

6 

Friday 

7 

Saturday 

8 

Aragon 

9am -  Club 

Ride 

Oxenford @ 

Luv-A 

Coffee 

  9am Club 

Ride 
 

 

 ‘Angel and 

Demons’ 

Weekend ride 
 

8am - Club 

House Ride 
 

5pm Bleach 

Festival 

Sunday 

9 

Monday 

10 

Tuesday 

11 

Wed 

12 

Thursday 

13 

Friday 

14 

Saturday 

15 

10am 

Mudgeeraba 

Street Party 

Argentina 

 

9am -  Club 

Ride 

Oxenford @ 

Luv-A 

Coffee 

  9am Club 

Ride 

 
 

 

 8am - Club 

House Ride 
 

Sunday 

16 

Monday 

17 

Tuesday 

18 

Wed 

19 

Thursday 

20 

Friday 

21 

Saturday 

22 

 9am -  Club 

Ride 

Oxenford @ 

Luv-A 

Coffee 

  

 

6pm 

Committee 

meeting 

 

9am Club 

Ride 
 

 

 

 

8am - Club 

House Ride 
 

Sunday 

23 

Monday 

24 

Tuesday 

25 

Wed 

26 

Thursday 

27 

Friday 

28 

Saturday 

29 

Training 

Course 

9am -  Club 

Ride 

Oxenford @ 

Luv-A 

Coffee 

  

 
7pm General 

meeting 

 

9am Club 

Ride 
 

Dutch 

8am - Club 

House Ride 

Dutch 
Sunday 

30 

Monday 

31 

Tuesday 

 

Wed 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

 

 

 
Dutch 

      

For up to date information on all events log on to www.mecgc.club  

MECGC Annual Ride Calendar -  http://mecgc.club/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/2016-MECGC-Ride-Calendar-U 

http://www.mecgc.club/
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 Advertise Here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present your MECG 

Membership card for 

10% discount at Shark 

Motorcycle Leathers & 

Accessories 
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STAY UPRIGHT TRAINING CENTRE AND OFFICE 

• 1a/33 Lawrence Drive Nerang QLD 4112 

• Q Ride, Private, Manage the Road, Bike PrepCall the office on 55965440 or check out 

the website on www.stayupright.com.au and book in to a Level 1 course.  

•  

 

http://www.stayupright.com.au/
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THE MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIASTS CLUB INC. 

GOLD COAST 
 

 

‘Joining good companions in a shared pastime’ 

 

The Motorcycle Enthusiasts Club has been around for over 30 years.  As the name suggests, 

we are enthusiasts of all forms of motorcycles. In particular, our interest is in classic bikes. 

Our Club also includes modern bikes, sidecars and trikes.  We cater to all ages and forms of 

motorcycle riding. There is a monthly meeting held on the last Wednesday of each month at 

our Club rooms: 

 

Heritage Centre, 238 Mudgeeraba Road, Mudgeeraba. 

(Entrance to Heritage Village is opposite Milky Way) 

 

Come along and enjoy a cup of tea, coffee or a beer and have a chat with our many 

experienced riders before the meeting commences at 8.00pm. 

We also have guest speakers each month, when available, and these talks are always very 

interesting and informative. 

Enjoy weekly, monthly, weekend and week-long Club runs, as well as other casual rides 

organised to similar rallies and motorcycle events held by other clubs. 

The Link, our Club magazine, is emailed to you monthly.  The magazine has information on 

our Club runs and activities and rallies held by other clubs. There are event and ride reports, 

photos and articles contributed by our club members. 

 

Articles, photos, items for sale etc. can be emailed to editor@mecgc.club or posted to 

MECGC Attn: G Calder, Editor, P.O. Box 451, Mudgeeraba, 4213.   

Articles need to be received by the 25th of each month for publication in the next month. 

 

             WWW.MECGC.CLUB.            P.O. Box 451                     238 Mudgeeraba Road 

                     Mudgeeraba QLD 4213       Mudgeeraba Qld 

mailto:editor@mecgc.club
http://www.mecgc.club/

